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way in which she accepted the advice of her
Ministers, without losing her prestige as a
firm and wise ruler. They were used also to
her quiet, home-loving ways. Of late years
her great age had obliged her to retire from
the more active duties of her position, but her
solicitude for her people remained unchanged.
It is related of her that on hearing of a
specially serious defeat early in the Boer War
she wept, and said : " Alas, my brave Irish
soldiers." And her heart was ever with her
army. She was always planning something
to alleviate, if ever so little, the sufferings of
the troops in the burning African veldt.
On the other hand, King Edward, as Prince
of Wales,had taken many responsibilities off his
great mother's shoulders, and when he became
King he was able to fulfil them in his own posi-
tion, and not merely as a representative.
He took in many ways a new view of
England's opportunities. The Japanese Alli-
ance, in 1907, was brought about on his
advice, and he broke down the Continental
policy of the " isolation " of England. The
Court became more brilliant, the Sovereign
was often in his Capital. People looked to
him as a power in the land and as a capable
head to a great Empire. The hearts of all his
people followed him, and their thoughts were